
A COMMEMORATION OF THE SAINTS 
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Martin of Tours, 397 

Martin of Tours came from a military family, and he joined the Army when he was 15 years old. 

Later in life, Martin became a monk in the region of Poitiers. While a soldier, Martin 

experienced a vision:  He met a scantily clothed beggar and impulsively cut his military cloak in 

half and shared it with the beggar. That night he dreamed that Jesus came to him and returned 

the half cloak. That night, Martin dreamed that Jesus said to the angels, “Here is Martin, the 

Roman soldier who is not baptized, he has clothed me.” When he awakened his cloak was 

restored. The vision had such an impact on him that he was baptized the very next day and 

became a Christian.  

Prayer:  

Father, by his life and death Martin of Tours offered you worship and praise. Renew in our 

hearts the power of your love, so that neither death nor life may separate us from you; Through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. AMEN.  

 

Willibrord, 739 

Saint Willibrord was a Saxon from Northumbria. He converted to Christianity, dedicated his life 

to God’s service and entered the Abbey of Ripon in England. He later transferred to the 

Benedictines and spent the following twelve years studying at the Abbey of Rathmelsigi, being 

influenced by St. Wilfrid and St. Egbert. 

Prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God, who called your servant Willibrord to proclaim your Gospel to 

the people of the Low Countries; raise up in this and every land evangelists and heralds of your 

kingdom, that your Church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.  

St. Francis of Assisi, 1226 

Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant and a noble lady from France. His youth was 

most likely without serious moral lapses, and his exuberant love of life and a general spirit of 

worldliness made him a recognized leader. Francis took part in the war between Assisi and 

Perugia which landed him in prison for a year. Upon his release, Francis had a dream of being a 

new kind of knight. On his return, he dedicated himself to solitude and prayer so that he might 

know God’s will for him. Francis attracted followers and organized an itinerant missionary 



group which later became known as the Franciscans (Society of St. Francis). St. Francis loved the 

creatures of God and this fervor overflowed in numerous stories and visions about the 

creatures.  

Prayer:  

The Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

Where there is sadness, joy.  

 

O Divine Master,  

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console;  

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love.  

 

For it is in giving that we receive;  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
 


