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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar Candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE  Air and Variation op. 7      by Carl Maria von Weber 

A Bell rings three times; the People stand 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  #62    Sleepers Wake 

“Sleepers, wake!”  A voice astounds us,  

The shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 

“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight’s peace their cry has broken,  

Their urgent summons clearly spoken:  

“The time has come, O maidens wise! 

Rise up, and give us light; the Bridegroom is in sight. 

Alleluia! Your lamps prepare and hasten there,  

That you the wedding feast may share.” 

 

Zion hears the watchmen singing;  

Her heart with joyful hope is springing,  

She wakes and hurries through the night. 

Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious 

In strength of grace, in truth victorious: 

Her star is risen, her light grows bright. 

Now come, most worthy Lord, God’s Son, Incarnate Word,  

Alleluia!  We follow all and heed your call 

To come into the banquet hall. 

 

Lamb of God, the heavens adore you;  

Let saints and angels sing before you,  

As harps and cymbals swell the sound.  

Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals: 

Through them we stream to join the immortals 

As we with joy your throne surround.  

No eye has known the sight, no ear heard such delight: 

Alleluia!  Therefore we sing to greet our King;  

Forever let our praises ring. 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and  

forever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE #58  Lo, He Comes with Clouds 

Descending 

Lo! He comes, with clouds descending,  

Once for our salvation slain;  

Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him,  

Robed in dreadful majesty;  

Those who set at nought and sold him,  

Pierced, and nailed him to the tree,  

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing,  

Shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Those dear tokens of his passion 

Still his dazzling body bears,  

Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshipers;  

With what rapture, with what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
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Yea, amen! Let all adore thee,  

High on thine eternal throne;  

Savior, take the power and glory;  

Claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might 

destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and 

heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 

ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and 

great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 

kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Joshua. 

1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 

the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 

presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the 

people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Long ago your 

ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond 

the Euphrates and served other gods. 3aThen I took your father 

Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land 

of Canaan and made his offspring many.’ 

  14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity 

and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served 

beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you 
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are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 

the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; 

but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 

forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God 

who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 

protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before 

us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore 

we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

  19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, 

for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 

transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD and serve 

foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, 

after having done you good.” 21And the people said to Joshua, “No, 

we will serve the LORD!” 22Then Joshua said to the people, “You 

are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to 

serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23He said, “Then 

put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your 

hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24The people said to Joshua, 

“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 25So 

Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made 

statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 78:1-7 

 1Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

  incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

 2I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

  I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

 3That which we have heard and known, 

 and what our forefathers have told us, * 

  we will not hide from their children. 
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 4We will recount to generations to come 

 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

  and the wonderful works he has done. 

 5He gave his decrees to Jacob 

 and established a law for Israel, * 

  which he commanded them to teach their children; 

 6That the generations to come might know, 

 and the children yet unborn; * 

  that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

 7So that they might put their trust in God, * 

  and not forget the deeds of God, 

  but keep his commandments. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Remain seated 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika. 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 

means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a 

cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of 

God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 

up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and 

so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one 

another with these words.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN   #324   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  

And with fear and trembling stand;  

Ponder nothing earthly minded,  

For with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth,  

Our full homage to demand.  

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary,  

As of old on earth he stood,  

Lord of lords in human vesture,  

In the Body and the Blood 

He will give to all the faithful 

His own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 

Spreads its vanguard on the way,  

As the Light of Light descendeth 

From the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish 

As the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph;  

Cherubim with sleepless eye,  

Veil their faces to the Presence,  

As with ceaseless voice they cry,  

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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[Jesus said,] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all 

of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 

shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The 

foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 

are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 

for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some 

for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 

banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came 

also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 

you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know 

neither the day nor the hour.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON   

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and the world.  

God of love, we pray for your church:  For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, Chris, our Priest, and for all lay and 

ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of 

the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your 

work of reconciliation in the world.  

God of love,  

Hear our prayers for the church. 

 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the 

world:  For peace and unity across the barriers of language, color, 

and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve 

the common good.  Inspire all people with courage to speak out 
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against hatred, to actively resist evil.  Unite the human family in 

bonds of love. 

God of freedom,  

Hear our prayers for the world. 

 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our 

care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all 

parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up a 

thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we 

may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and 

abundance that you have given us.  

God of justice,  

Hear our prayers for the earth. 

 

God of peace, we pray for this community:  For our local leaders; 

for our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods and 

workplaces.  Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, 

and opportunity for all.  Give us courage to strive for justice and 

peace among all people, beginning here at home.  

God of peace,  

Hear our prayers for this community.  

 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble; For 

those whose lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected 

to us as part of the human family. We pray for those on our prayer 

list and all those affected by the COVID virus; We pray for the 

victims of violence in our communities; For refugees and 

prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for 

those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice.  

Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and 

serve Christ in all persons.  

God of mercy,  

Hear our prayers for all who are in need.  

 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in 

every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who 

called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of 
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hatred; and for all the communion of saints.  Make us faithful to 

your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and 

bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

God of grace,  

Hear our prayers for all who have died.  

 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week, especially Vince and Louise Rooney, Joe Shea, Tom 

Ford, Leslie Stott, Jay and Marth Callan,  and for our many 

blessing in this life. 

Hear our prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us  through 

Jesus your Son:  Look with compassion on the whole human 

family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 

may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another 

as you love us.  

We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity 

of the human family.  

We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between 

ourselves and others.  

We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while 

making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the 

shape of features, or the varieties of human experience.  
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We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet 

benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in 

oppression.  

Forgive us, Holy God, Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed 

in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.  

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our 

diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and 

undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

SONG AFTER THE PEACE    “Halle, Halle, Halle” 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY  Bless This Precious Day     by Martha Gallagher 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your 

image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS S 130 Holy, holy, holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 

yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 

evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN  #335  I Am the Bread of Life 

I am the bread of life; they who come to me shall not hunger;  

They who believe in me shall not thirst,  

No one can come to me unless the Father draw them. 

 

Refrain 

And I will raise them up, and I will raise them up,  

And I will raise them up on the last day. 

 

The Bread that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the world,  

And they who eat of this bread,  

They shall live forever, they shall live forever.  

Refrain 

 

Unless you eat of the Flesh of the Son of Man 

And drink of his Blood, you shall not have life within you,  

You shall not have life within you. 

Refrain 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

I am the resurrection; I am the life. 

They who believe in me, even if they die,  

They shall live forever.  

Refrain 

 

Yes, Lord we believe that you are the Christ,  

The Son of God  

Who has come into the world. 

Refrain 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   #718  God of Our Fathers 

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,  

Our grateful sons before thy throne arise. 
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Thy love divine hath led us in the past,  

In this free land by thee our lot is cast;  

Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay,  

Thy word our law, thy paths our chosen say. 

 

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,  

Be thy strong arm our ever sure defense;  

Thy true religion in our hearts increase,  

Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 

Lead us from night to never ending day;  

Fill all our lives with love and grace divine,  

And glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 

reserved. 

Meditation for the day:  Forgiveness is like this: a room can be 

dank because you have closed the windows, you’ve closed the 

curtains. But the sun is shining outside, the air is fresh outside. In 

order to get that fresh air, you have  to get up and open that 

window and draw the curtains apart.  Bishop Desmond Tutu  
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey John M. Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Sayuri Lila 

David Charlie Jan Doris 

Nelson and 

Penny 

Eng Lee JB and 

Sophie 

Julie 

Rita 

Sarah 

Courtney and 

Scott 

Leah 

Joy 

Caitlin  

Dave 

Liz 

Elizabeth 

    

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week, especially Joe Shea, Tom Ford, Leslie 

Stott, Vince and Louise Rooney, and Jay and Martha Callan 

 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for the Church in the 

Province of the West Indies, and for The Most Rev. Howard 

Gregory, Primate and Bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman 

Islands 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for the Diocese of Western 

North Carolina Convention and all Delegates 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Upcoming events:   

November 10: Outreach Committee  1:30 pm at the church 

November 11: Men’s Breakfast 9am at the church 

November 12: Vestry Meeting 4pm at the church 

November 13-14  Diocesan Convention (via Zoom) 

Fridays: Sue Richards  Harp Lessons between 11 am-4pm 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Martha Callan, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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