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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar Candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE To A Wild Rose Op.51 No.1    by Edward MacDowell 

A Bell rings three times; the People stand  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN    #494  Crown Him With Many Crowns 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;  

Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own;  

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,  

And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.  

 

Crown him the Son of God before the worlds began,  

And ye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of man; 

Who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast,  

And takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest.  

 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,  

And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;  

His glories now we sing who died, and rose on high,  

Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.  

 

Crown him of lord the Lord, who over all doth reign,  

Who once on earth the incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain,  

Now lives in realms of light, where saints and angels sing 

Their songs before him day and night, their God, Redeemer King. 

 

Crown him the Lord of heaven, enthroned in worlds above;  
Crown him the King, to whom is given, the wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall,  

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all.  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s  kingdom, now and  

forever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE  #337 And Now O Father Mindful of the 

Love 

And now, O Father, mindful of the love  

That bought us, once for all, on Calvary’s tree;  

And having with us him that pleads above,  

We here present, we here spread forth to thee,  

That only offering perfect in thine eyes,  

The one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.  

 

Look Father, look on his anointed face,  

And only look on us as found in him;  

Look not on our misusings of thy grace,  

Our prayer so languid, and our faith so dim: 

For lo! Between our sins and their reward, 

We set the passion of thy Son our Lord.  

 

And then for those, our dearest and our best,  

By this prevailing presence we appeal;  

O fold them closer to thy mercy’s breast! 

O do thine utmost for their soul’s true weal! 

From tainting mischief keep them pure and clear,  

And crown thy gifts with strength to persevere.  
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And so we come; O draw us to thy feet;  

Most patient Savior, who canst love us still! 

And by this food, so awesome and so sweet,  

Deliver us from every touch of ill: 

In thine own service make us glad and free,  

And grant us nevermore to part from thee.  

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 

mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, 

running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 

heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by 

repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents 

have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 
3“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “this proverb shall no more be 

used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 

who sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, 

O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are 

unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 

and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 

have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away 

from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful 
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and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and 

turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 

they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 

says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my 

ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 

according to your ways,” says the Lord GOD. “Repent and turn 

from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 

spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone,” says the Lord GOD. “Turn, then, 

and live.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-8 

Remain seated. 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

 my God, I put my trust in you; * 

  let me not be humiliated, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

 3Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

  and teach me your paths. 

 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

  remember me according to your love 

  and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
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 7Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

 8He guides the humble in doing right * 

  and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 

Remain seated 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 

love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, 

but to the interests of others. 

    5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited,7but emptied himself, taking the 

form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form,8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death— even death on a cross. 
      9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 

that is above every name,10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11and 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 

not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who 

is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN    #482 Lord of All Hopefulness 

 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

Who trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.  

 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,  

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,  

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.  

 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, and the end of the day.  

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 

of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; 

if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 

I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 

was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 

say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 

believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 

the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered 
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Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell 

you by what authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, 

‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 

but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness 

and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
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and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and the world.  

God of love, we pray for your church:  For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, Chris, our Priest, and for all lay and 

ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of 

the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your 

work of reconciliation in the world.  

God of love,  

Hear our prayers for the church. 

 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the 

world:  For peace and unity across the barriers of language, color, 

and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve 

the common good.  Inspire all people with courage to speak out 

against hatred, to actively resist evil.  Unite the human family in 

bonds of love. 

God of freedom,  

Hear our prayers for the world. 
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God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our 

care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all 

parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up a 

thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we 

may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and 

abundance that you have given us.  

God of justice,  

Hear our prayers for the earth. 

 

God of peace, we pray for this community:  For our local leaders; 

for our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods and work 

places.  Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 

opportunity for all.  Give us courage to strive for justice and peace 

among all people, beginning here at home.  

God of peace,  

Hear our prayers for this community.  

 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble; For 

those whose lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected 

to us as part of the human family. We pray for those on our prayer 

list and all those affected by the COVID virus; We pray for the 

victims of violence in our communities; For refugees and 

prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for 

those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice.  

Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and 

serve Christ in all persons.  

God of mercy,  

Hear our prayers for all who are in need.  

 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in 

every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who 

called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of 

hatred; and for all the communion of saints.  Make us faithful to 

your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and 

bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

God of grace,  

Hear our prayers for all who have died.  
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We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week, especially Carol Braud, Daniel and Charlotte Garcia, 

and for our many blessing in this life. 

Hear our prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us  through 

Jesus your Son:  Look with compassion on the whole human 

family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 

may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another 

as you love us.  

We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity 

of the human family.  

We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between 

ourselves and others.  

We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while 

making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the 

shape of features, or the varieties of human experience.  

We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet 

benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in 

oppression.  

Forgive us, Holy God, give us eyes to see you as you are revealed 

in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.  

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our 

diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and 

undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen 
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The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

Song after the Peace:    Halle, Halle, Halle 

The Holy Communion 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY   Mermaid’s Tears        by Anne Crosby Gaudet 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your 

image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS  S 130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all, presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with  all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN  #314 Humbly I Adore Thee 

Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen 

Who thy glory hidest ‘neath these shadows mean;  

Lo, to thee surrendered, my whole heart is bowed,  

Tranced as it beholds thee, shrined within the cloud.  

 

Taste and touch and vision to discern thee fail;  

Faith, that comes by hearing, pierces through the veil.  

I believe whate’er the Son of God hath told;  

What the Truth hath spoken, that for truth I hold.  

 

O memorial wondrous of the Lord’s own death;  

Living Bread that givest all thy creatures breath,  

Grant my spirit ever by thy life may live,  

To my taste thy sweetness never failing give.  

 

Jesus, whom now hidden, I by faith behold,  

What my soul doth long for, that thy word foretold;  

Face to face thy splendor, I at last shall see,  

In the glorious vision, blessed Lord, of thee.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 
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in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL  HYMN #344 Lord Dismiss Us With Thy 

Blessing 

Lord dismiss us with thy blessing;  

Fill our hearts with joy and peace;  

Let us each, thy love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace: 

O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 

Thanks we give and adoration 

For thy Gospel’s joyful sound: 

May the fruits of thy salvation 

In our hearts and lives abound;  

Ever faithful, ever faithful, to thy truth may we be found.  

 

So that when thy love shall call us,  

Savior, from the world away,  

Fear of death shall not appall us,  

Glad thy summons to obey;  

May we ever, may we ever reign with thee in endless day.  
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DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 

reserved. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Mary Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Sayuri Lila 

David Charlie Jan Doris 

Nelson and 

Penny 

Eng Lee JB and 

Sophie 

Julie 

Rita 

Sarah 

Courtney and 

Scott 

Leah 

Joy 

Caitlin  

Dave 

Liz 

Elizabeth 

    

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week, especially Carol Braud and Daniel and 

Charlotte Garcia 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for The Province of the 

Episcopal of Sudan, and The Most Rev. Ezekiel Kumir Kondo, 

Archbishop of the Province of Sudan and Bishop of Khartoum 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for St. Francis, 

Rutherfordton 

Meditation for the Day:  
“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten we belong to each 

other.”  Mother Teresa 
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Upcoming Events: 

Church Office open 9am-12pm, September 28 and 30 

Executive Committee: Monday September 28, 2 pm 

Men’s Breakfast, Kosta’s: Wednesday September 30, 9 am 

 

Adult Forum starts after church October 4: A three session 

series “Getting Through Covid-19”.  This will be a time for 

sharing, healing, and discussion 
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Sunday Worship 

 

Christian Education:  TBA 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Martha Callan, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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