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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar Candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE    Forgiveness Dancing with Grace: A Pas de Deux 

By Martha Gallagher 

A bell rings three times; the People stand  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  #683 O For a Closer Walk with God 

Vs. 1-3 and 5 

O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame,  

Alight to shine upon the road that leads me to the Lamb! 

 

Where is the blessedness I knew when first I saw the Lord? 

Where is the soul refreshing view of Jesus and his word? 

 

Return, O holy Dove, return, sweet messenger of rest;  

I hate the sins that made thee mourn,  

and drove thee from my breast. 

 

So shall my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame;  

So purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.  

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen. 

  
 COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  I, The Lord of Sea and Sky 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin, my hand will save.  

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

 

 Refrain:  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me,  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.  

I have wept for love of them, they turn away.  

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.  

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.  

I will set a feast for them, my hand will save.  

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts are satisfied.  

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call 

upon you, and grant that they may know and understand what 

things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-14 

Remain seated. 

[ 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 

  to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

 2To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 

  because of their transgressions. 

 3Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
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  but you will blot them out. 

 4Happy are they whom you choose 

 and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 

  they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 

  by the holiness of your temple. 

 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 

 O God of our salvation, * 

  O Hope of all the ends of the earth 

  and of the seas that are far away. 

 6You make fast the mountains by your power; * 

  they are girded about with might. 

 7You still the roaring of the seas, * 

  the roaring of their waves, 

  and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 

marvelous signs; * 

  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

]  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 

 you make it very plenteous; * 

  the river of God is full of water. 

 10You prepare the grain, * 

  for so you provide for the earth. 

 11You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its  

        increase. 

 12You crown the year with your goodness, * 

  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 13May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 14May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 

 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

  let them shout for joy and sing. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

Remain seated 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 

you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law 

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh 

set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 

of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 

the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN  Surely it is God Who Saves Me 

 

Refrain:  Surely it is God who saves me;  

I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  

And he will be my Savior.  
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Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 

From the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say,  

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Refrain 

 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; 

See that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,  

And this is known in all the world. 

Refrain 

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion,  

Ring out your joy,  

For the great one in the midst of you 

Is the Holy One of Israel. 

Refrain 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

All stand 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 1Jesus went out and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 

have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 

since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
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hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears 

listen!” 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 

was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 

and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 

person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 

one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON  

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
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by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and the world.  

God of love, we pray for your church:  For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, Chris, our Priest, and for all lay and 

ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of 

the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your 

work of reconciliation in the world.  

God of love,  

Hear our prayers for the church. 

 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the 

world:  For peace and unity across the barriers of language, color, 

and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve 

the common good.  Inspire all people with courage to speak out 

against hatred, to actively resist evil.  Unite the human family in 

bonds of love. 

God of freedom,  
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Hear our prayers for the world. 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our 

care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all 

parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up a 

thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we 

may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and 

abundance that you have given us.  

God of justice,  

Hear our prayers for the earth. 

 

God of peace, we pray for this community:  For our local leaders; 

for our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods and work 

places.  Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 

opportunity for all.  Give us courage to strive for justice and peace 

among all people, beginning here at home.  

God of peace,  

Hear our prayers for this community.  

 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble; For 

those whose lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected 

to us as part of the human family. We pray for those on our prayer 

list and all those affected by the COVID virus; We pray for the 

victims of violence in our communities; For refugees and 

prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for 

those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice.  

Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and 

serve Christ in all persons.  

God of mercy,  

Hear our prayers for all who are in need.  

 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in 

every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who 

called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of 

hatred; and for all the communion of saints.  Make us faithful to 

your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and 

bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

God of grace,  
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Hear our prayers for all who have died.  

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week, especially Bob Miller, Dave and JoAnn Goss, Warren 

Spahr and Bill Scholz 

Hear our prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us  through 

Jesus your Son:  Look with compassion on the whole human 

family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 

may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another 

as you love us.  

We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity 

of the human family.  

We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between 

ourselves and others.  

We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while 

making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the 

shape of features, or the varieties of human experience.  

We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet 

benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in 

oppression.  

Forgive us, Holy God, Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed 

in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.  

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our 

diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and 

undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you.  

 The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Celebrant says 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your 

image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS S 130 Holy, holy, holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN  Solo- Judy Rhodes   

Now is the Cool of the Day  by Jean Ritchie 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 

To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

 

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong,  

To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;  

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,  

Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in his sight.  

 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth,  

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth: 

Before him on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go;  

And righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow.  

 

Kings shall bow down before him, and gold and incense bring;  

All nations shall adore him, his praise all people sing;  

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;  

His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.  

 

O’er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest;  

From age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blest: 

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;  

His Name shall stand for ever, his changeless Name of Love.  

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights  

reserved. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Mary Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Sayuri Lila 

David Charlie Jan Tonya 

Nelson and 

Penny 

Eng Lee JB and 

Sophie 

Julie 

Rita 

Courtney and 

Scott 

 

Joy 

Caitlin  

Dave 

Liz 

    

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week especially Bob Miller, Dave and JoAnn 

Goss, Warren Spahr, and Bill Scholz 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for  

The Anglican Church of Papua, New Guinea and The Most Rev. 

Allan Migi, Archbishop of Papua New Guinea 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for Faith Memorial 

Chapel, Cedar Mountain, and Whiteside Summer Chapel, 

Cashiers 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Wednesday 11:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

Martha Callan, Acting Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Interim Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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