
 

 

 

Holy Family Episcopal Church Newsletter 
 
Create in me a pure heart, God, and make my spirit right again. Psalm 51:10 

Worship: Holy Family continues to be closed for in-person worship – per the coronavirus guidelines from the 

state and the diocese – but is providing virtual worship services on our website: www.ourholyfamily.org.  

Dear fellow parishioners,  
I have the great pleasure to announce that Holy Family has received a Vitality Grant from the Diocese in the 
amount of $2,700 for the purpose of upgrading our audiovisual system. This will allow us to move the sound 
system and computer to the back of the church, upgrade the camera, and enhance the quality of sound.  Not 
only will we be able to livestream our worship services, but we will be able to expand and enhance our 
program offerings to the community and the diocese.  We expect to receive the grant money in the near 
future and we will keep you informed on the progress of the installation.  
 
Many thanks to all of you for your feedback and comments about the Sunday YouTube services, and to the 
members of the AV planning team for their insight, experience, and hard work (often at odd hours).  
 
I am frequently asked about the reopening status. We are currently waiting for an update from the Governor 
and Bishop Jose regarding Phase 3 reopening. The next announcement by the Governor is scheduled for 
September 12. I will let you know as soon as I hear anything. Once we officially reopen, we hope to restart 
Adult Form 2-3 weeks after that. In addition, Greeter Training is planned in the very near future to include 
safety protocols.   
 
The men have begun to meet for fellowship and breakfast on Wed. mornings at 9 am at Kosta's Restaurant on 
their new outdoor patio. 
 
If you have an idea for a small group gathering  (10 or less), such as a book club or discussion group, please 
contact me or Gary to discuss it and/or get it scheduled. 
 
Many Blessings,  
Fr. Chris+ 
 
Outreach Report:  Even during these unprecedented times, Holy Family has supported the children and 
families in the Mills River community and assisted the children, youth, and parents of La Capilla.  During the 
month of August, Outreach contributed $475 each to the Mills River and Glenn C. Marlow Elementary Schools' 
emergency funds. We also contributed 18 Ingles cards (of $25), divided between the Mills River and Glenn C. 
Marlow Elementary Schools. The school administrators were grateful to receive our contributions. 
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Holy Family also packed and distributed 100 Bak Paks each to the two elementary schools to provide week-
end snacks for children who might otherwise be hungry. We will continue to provide bak paks every few weeks 
to Mills River Elementary. Thank you to everyone who so generously contributed to the Bak Pak program. 
 
This year, due to Covid 19, we did not hold the La Capilla Summer School nor the Back to School Supplies 
Picnic. Instead, we gave twenty-two La Capilla children and youth Walmart gift cards so they could purchase 
their needed school supplies. The high schoolers received $35 Walmart gift cards, middle schoolers received 
$30, and elementary children received $25 gift cards.  Holy Family provided $315 and St. James contributed 
$360 for these cards. Many La Capilla parents, some whom have lost their jobs, expressed 
their gratitude. They were taking their children and youth to Walmart to purchase their assigned school 
supplies. The Outreach Committee is complying with the distribution of the Holy Family budgeted 
contributions.  Elizabeth Dickey 
 
New Normal: With the eventual re-opening of our church for worship, new normal procedures will be put in 
place to ensure that we are doing all that we can to prevent the spread of Covid 19. 
 
In the next few newsletters, we will share with you what the new normal will be. For example, 
 

1. The only entry to the church will be through the parking lot side door. All other doors will be locked. 

2. Facemasks will be required for everyone entering the church. A supply of masks will be available for 

those who need them. 

3. Hand sanitizer will be available for mandatory use upon entering the church. 

4. Until further notice, no more than fifty (50) people will be allowed in the church for worship. 

5. Congregating in the church before and after worship will not be allowed. For those who wish to 

socialize, please use the parking lot and follow proper social distancing guidelines. 

 
Intercessory Prayer List  

Lee   Jim   Evette   Brent   Kathy   Jan   Eng   Diane   Devin   Nicholas   Mary   Lila   Mickey   Tom  Shannon   
Josh   Kevin   Phillip   Cody   Courtney & Scott   Charlie   Tanner   David   Shirley   Jerry  Sarah   Nelson & 
Penny   Joy   Dave   Liz   Caitlin & Leah   Julie & Sayuri   Rita    Doris   JB & Sophie   Elizabeth 
 

In Christ’s Spirit,       

Martha Callan        
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Family 
419 Turnpike Rd., Mills River, NC 28759 
(828) 891-9375    
www.ourholyfamily.org 
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