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After spending 45 years as an ordained Episcopal priest, the Rev. Chris Mason thought he 

wanted to retire and relax. And he did just that for a while. 

Mason, 69, retired in 2015 from his work as a priest in Pennsylvania and soon after moved to 

Hendersonville. 

In 2017, he joined the Episcopal Church of The Holy Family in Mills River as a member of the 

congregation. He relaxed as much as he could for a few months. 

But Mason said he eventually began to see retirement was not all it was cracked up to be. “It 

drove me crazy not being busy,” he said. 

Coincidentally, at about the same time as Mason discovered he might not be ready for 

retirement, the congregation at Holy Family discovered they needed a new pastor. 

Illness had forced the Rev. Robert Lundquist to leave his position as rector at Holy Family early 

in 2018. 

Mason agreed to serve as a supply priest after Lundquist’s departure. He served in that role for 

about a year before telling the church he was ready to stay for a longer term. 



The church named Mason as its Priest in Charge in January. Mason said he enjoys working with 

members of the congregation, and that the church offers good music and preaching that reaches 

both the mind and spirit. 

“It’s friendly and informal to the extent that we are not stodgy,” Mason said. 

Holy Family has about 125 members with 45 to 50 usually attending on Sundays. 

The church wants to give its members the tools they need to go out into the world to serve Christ, 

according to the church website. 

“Holy Family’s mission is to love and serve Christ with our time, talents, and treasures and, in so 

doing, to create a holy family within our church, community and country to the ends of the 

earth,” according to the website. 

The congregation reaches out to its community by participating in a backpack program that 

supplies food for elementary school children who might not receive enough food at home. They 

also participate with other churches in a food ministry for homeless people who are hungry. 

Mason said he wants to help the church find ways to do even more in the community. 

“We take that as seriously as possible,” he said. “We are pretty intentional about reaching out to 

those in need and those hurting and those who don’t have a church.” 

Mason was ordained as a minister when he was 24 years old. He worked in several areas 

including in North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee and Pennsylvania before his retirement. 

Martha Callan, the senior warden at Holy Family, said she expects Mason will remain as the 

church’s priest for at least a couple of years. 

“He did a good job of leading in a time of transition. He guided us in so many ways to find joy 

and bring the Holy Spirit back in the church,” she said. “He has done such an amazing job 

reenergizing our church.” 

Callan said Mason will help the church expand its outreach to meet the needs of the growing 

population in Mills River. 

“He will guide us to be relevant to the community,” she said. “We’re not looking for more 

people, but to be involved in bigger ways.” 

Expanding the backpack program to more schools and reaching out to the Hispanic population in 

Mills River are some ways the church might want to increase its efforts in the community, Callan 

said. 

She said she also wants to work with schools to make sure girls have the hygiene products they 

need to attend school every day. 



Callan said she thinks Mason will help the church to determine other areas where the church will 

provide the most support in the community. 

“He has such vision and discernment for what needs are,” Callan said. 

For more information about Church of the Holy Family, visit ourholyfamily.org. 

 


