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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar Candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE     Sonate in G                                 by D. Scarlatti 

A bell rings three times; the People stand  

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND PRAYER 

Today we light the first Advent candle, which stands for hope. 

All powerful God increase our strength of will for doing good that 

Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his 

side in the Kingdom of Heaven, where he lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, of God, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Candle is lit. 

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT                                         Taizé          

The Lord is my light 

My light and salvation 

Come Lord Christ  

Come Lord Christ 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  #73 The King Shall Come When Morning 

Dawns 

The King shall come when morning dawns  

And light triumphant breaks;  

When beauty gilds the eastern hills 

And life to joy awakes. 

 

Not, as of old, a little child, 

To bear, and fight, and die,  

But crowned with glory like the sun 

That lights the morning sky. 

 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

And earth’s dark night is past;  

O haste the rising of that morn,  

The day that e’er shall last;  
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And let the endless bliss begin,  

By weary saints foretold,  

When right shall triumph over wrong,  

And truth shall be extolled. 

 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

And light and beauty brings:  

Hail, Christ the Lord!  Thy people pray,  

Come quickly, King of kings. 

  

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them 

free.  
COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

KYRIE S-91  (Three-fold) 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 

which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 

in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

Remain seated. 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, * 

  how long will you be angered 

  despite the prayers of your people? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 17And so will we never turn away from you; * 

  give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth. 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 

God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you 

have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
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strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN  #640 Watchman Tell Us of the Night 

Watchman, tell us of the night;  

What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height,  

See that glory beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 

Aught of joy or hope foretell? 

Traveler, yes; it brings the day,  

Promised day of Israel. 

 

Watchman, tell us of the night;  

Higher yet that star ascends.  

Traveler, blessedness and light,  

Peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 

Gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own;  

See, it bursts o’er all the earth. 

 

Watchman, tell us of the night;  

For the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight,  

Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease;  

Hie thee to thy quiet home.  

Traveler, lo! The Prince of Peace,  

Lo! The Son of God is come! 
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GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said,] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; 

for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 

the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when 

the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when 

he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 
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THE NICENE CREED 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 

united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your 

glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of 

justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 

common good. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael, our 

Presiding Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, and Chris, our Priest  that they 

may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Lord in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we 

may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your 

honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that 

we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give 

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 

your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for 

them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 

saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

SONG AFTER THE PEACE 

Prepare the Way of the Lord                                   Taizé  

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way of the Lord,  

and all people will see the 

salvation of our God. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY      Advent Meditation               by RoJean Loucks 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 

death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he 

shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS S 129 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 

yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 

evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  
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INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN   In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful   

Taize 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful,  

In the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid;  

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;  

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN  #68  Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 

Rejoice! Rejoice, believers, and let your light appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh;  

Up, watch in expectation! At midnight comes the cry. 

 

See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil;  

Look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil. 

The marriage feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand;  

Rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;  

Arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee! 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Meditation for the day: The season of Advent means there is 

something on the horizon the likes of which we have never seen 

before……what is possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as 

it brushes past you. And you begin to grasp what it was you 

missed, like Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s back 

fade into the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. 

Behold. Wonder. There will be time enough for running. For 

rushing. For worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait. 

Something is on the horizon.    
Jan L. Richardson, “Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of Advent and Christmas.” 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Shirley M. Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Sayuri Lila 

David Charlie Jan Doris 

Penny Eng Lee JB and 

Sophie 

Julie 

Rita 

Sarah 

Courtney and 

Scott 

Leah 

Joy 

Caitlin  

Dave 

Liz 

Elizabeth 

    

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for the Lusitanian Church 

and the Rt. Rev. Jorge Pina Cabral, Bishop of the Lusitanian 

Church 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for St. Andrew’s, Bessemer 

City, and St. Andrew’s, Canton 

 

SUNDAY STUDY SERIES “The Lives of the Saints”  

Over the next several weeks, Fr. Chris will be providing  scripture 

readings, a meditation, and a discussion about the lives of the 

various saints from 9:30-10:15 am prior to the Sunday Eucharist.  

There will be a separate sign up sheet for this, and the program 

leaflet will be posted on the website.  

 

Upcoming events:   

December 1: Outreach Committee Meeting 1:30 pm 

December 1-3: Fr. Chris and Jeanne away. 

December 2: Men’s Breakfast at the Church 9:00 am 

December 12:  Harp Circle  1-3 pm 

December 14:  Vestry Meeting at the Church 4:00 pm 

Fridays: Sue Richards Harp Lessons between 11 am-4pm 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Martha Callan, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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