
 

The Church of the 
 Holy Family  

The Episcopal Church in 
Mills River, NC 

 

 

 
 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019 

 



1 

 

SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE  Sleepers Wake                                   J.S. Bach 

Judy Rhodes 

A bell rings three times; the people stand.  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending 

(H57) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND PRAYER 

Today we light the first Advent candle, which stands for hope. 

All powerful God increase our strength of will for doing good 

that Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us 

to his side in the Kingdom of Heaven, where he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, of God, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Candle is lit. 

 

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT    Taizé         Children’s Choir   

The Lord is my light 

My light and salvation 

Come Lord Christ  

Come Lord Christ 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them 

free. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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KYRIE S 91 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 

which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
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  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 

Remain seated. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  

     for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

     the Almighty has done great things for me,  

     and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him 

     in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,  

     he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from  their thrones, 

     and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 

     and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 

     for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, 

     to Abraham and his children forever.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

7Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it 

until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be 

patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you 

may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As 

an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN  Christ is the World’s True Light (H542) 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 

word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, 

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And 

blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 

royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom 
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it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 

greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

All remain standing. 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 

serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Michael, our Bishop, Jose, our 

priest, Chris, and all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of 

the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others 

We pray for those on the prayer list. 

 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week. 

Silence 

(The People may add their own petitions.) 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask  in the 

Name of your Son:  Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not 

as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, 

but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

SONG AFTER THE PEACE 

Prepare the Way of the Lord                                   Taizé  

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way of the Lord,  

and all people will see the 

salvation of our God. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Celebrant says 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

CHOIR ANTHEM:   In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful    Taizé 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and 

praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 

death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when 

he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 

world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS      Echo Sanctus                           Children’s Choir 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 

yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 

evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 

and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one 

of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
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many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 

joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 

everlasting life. [Amen.] 

(Those wishing healing prayer with the laying on of hands may 

visit the prayer station at the side aisle of the sanctuary.) 

COMMUNION HYMN Thy Kingdom Come, O God! (H613) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 

son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN      Sleeper’s Wake (H61) 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 From riteplanning.com.  Copyright © 2019 Church Publishing Inc.  

Please join us for refreshments and hospitality after 

the service 

 
SERVERS 

                 Acolyte: Linda B.                 Altar Guild: Linda B./Louise R. 

                  OT Reader: Rita VZ.            NT Reader: Evie B.  

                                    Chalicists: Dave G./Ann O.             

                                    Greeters: Jeff and Teresa K. 

                  Closer: Linda B.                   Counter: Linda B.                

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 

 
Shirley Mickey Mary Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Jill Lila 

David Charlie Jan  

Beth and Bob Eng Lee  

Susan and 

Michael 

JB and 

Sophie 

Courtney and 

Scott 

 



13 

 

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for mission agencies and 

their work throughout the Anglican Communion 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for St. Andrew’s, 

Bessemer City and St. Andrew’s Canton 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Hospitality Volunteers needed! Please sign up for a Sunday on 

the sign-up sheet in the hallway. 

 

Project Angel Tree/Heifer Project: Holy Family is sponsoring 

approximately 25 children through Project Angel Tree.  Please 

see Jill Meares or Deborah Miller for further details. The Angel 

Tree will also include gifts to the Heifer Project.  

 

Christmas Flowers:  There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway for 

those wishing to give Poinsettias in thanksgiving or memory of a 

loved one. This is a free will donation. Please make your check 

payable to the Church of the Holy Family and notate in the memo 

that it is for the Flower Fund.   

 

Upcoming Vestry Elections:  Terms for several of our Vestry 

members expire at the end of the year. If you are interested in 

serving on Vestry, please see Fr. Chris.  

 

Holy Family Prayer Ministry: If you have a special prayer 

request, you may place it in the prayer box on the prae deux. The 

prayer team will pray for all those on the prayer list and those in 

need of special prayers. 
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Upcoming Events: 
December 2: Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm 

December 3:  Outreach Committee 1:30 pm 

December 3: Executive Committee 2:30 pm 

  December 4:  Men’s Breakfast, Kosta’s 8:30 am 

December 5: Holy Eucharist 11:00 am 

December 7:  Monthly Men’s Breakfast 9am 

December 11: Worship Committee 10:30 am 

December 14:  Women’s Koffee Klatch 10 am 

December 18: Vestry Meeting 7 pm 

 

Christmas Service Schedule: 

Sunday, December 22:  Lessons and Carols 10:45 am 

Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service 5 pm 

Sunday, December 29: Sunday Service with guest musicians from the 

Mountain Folk harpers 10:45 am 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Thursday 11:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

Dave Goss, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Interim Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Jill Meares, Children’s Ministry                                                 

   Leah Pommerer, Nursery Assistant 

 

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Martha Callan:  Senior Warden [‘19], 

Warren Spahr : Junior Warden [‘19], 

Linda Bregartner [‘21], Gary Carraux [‘21], 

Linda Sue Barnes [’20], Jill Meares [‘19], 

Janet Norman [‘20] 

 

 

http://www.ourholyfamily.org/

