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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE  Etude 13                                               by Bertini 

A bell rings three times; the People stand.  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN #128  We Three Kings 

We three kings of Orient are,  

Bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

Field and fountain, moor, and mountain,  

Following yonder star. 

Refrain:  O star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

Guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,  

Gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never,  

Over us all to reign. 

Refrain 

 

Frankincense to offer have I: 

Incense owns a Deity nigh;  

Prayer and praising, gladly raising,  

Worship him, God most High. 

Refrain 

 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

Breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  

Sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

Refrain 
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Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice,  

Heaven sings alleluia:  

Alleluia the earth replies. 

Refrain 

   

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and  

forever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE #115 What Child is This 

What child is this, who, laid to rest 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain:  This, this is Christ the King,  

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

Haste, haste to bring him laud,  

The babe, the son of Mary. 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear: for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Refrain 
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So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,  

Come, peasant, kin, to own him;  

The King of Kings salvation brings,  

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Refrain 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 

restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the 

divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, 

your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

 7Thus says the LORD: 

 “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  ‘Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.’ 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
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 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” 

 says the LORD. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 84 

Remain seated. 

 1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the    

        LORD; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 2The sparrow has found her a house 

 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

  my King and my God. 

 3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

  they will always be praising you. 
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 4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of  

     springs, * 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 6They will climb from height to height, * 

  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 7LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

  hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 8Behold our defender, O God; * 

  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 9For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own 

room, * 

  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 10For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

  he will give grace and glory; 

 11No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

  from those who walk with integrity. 

 12O LORD of hosts, * 

  happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

Remain seated 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 

good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

  15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give 

thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
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spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19aand what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN #117 Brightest and Best  

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,  

Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;  

Star of the east, the horizon adorning,  

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining,  

Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;  

Angels adore him in slumber reclining,  

Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 

 

Shall we then yield him, in costly devotion,  

Odors of Edom, and offerings divine,  

Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,  

Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation,  

Vainly with gifts would his favor secure,  

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration,  

Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,  

Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;  

Star of the east, the horizon adorning,  

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

13After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, 

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got 

up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 

Egypt I have called my son.” 

  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking 

the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and 

his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 

Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 

away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town 

called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 

prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
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eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our 

For our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our Bishop, Jose; for our 

Priest, Chris; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 
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I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for 

the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, 

and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of 

him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 

 

I ask your prayers for those on the prayer list. 

I ask your thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week, especially Wrenly Garcia and Katie 

Bullock. 

(The People may add their own petitions) 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been 

honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

SONG AFTER THE PEACE 

Halle, Halle, Halle  

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY Twas in the Moon of Wintertime  

Arr. Anne Crosby Gaudet 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; 

who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect 

Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might 

be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become 

your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with  all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN #119 As With Gladness Men of Old 

As with gladness men of old, did the guiding star behold;  

As with joy they hailed its light,  

Leading onward, beaming bright;  

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led to thee. 

 

As with joyful steps they sped, to that lowly manger bed;  

There to bend the knee before 

Him whom heaven and earth adore;  

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek the mercy seat. 
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As they offered gifts most rare, at that manger rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy,  

Pure and free from sin’s alloy,  

All our costliest treasures bring,  

Christ! To thee, our heavenly King. 

 

Holy Jesus! every day, keep us in the narrow way;  

And, when earthly things are past,  

Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide,  

Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

In the heavenly country bright, need they no created light;  

Thou its light, its joy, its crown,  

Thou its sun which goes not down: 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #135 Songs of Thankfulness and 

Praise 

Songs of thankfulness and praise,  

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 

Manifested by the star to the sages from afar;  

Branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem;  

Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 

 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream,  

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;  

And at Cana, wedding guest, in thy Godhead manifest;  

Manifest in power divine, changing water into wine;  

Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 

 

Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul;  

Manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might;  

Manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill;  

Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.  

 

Manifest on mountain height,  

Shining in resplendent light,  

Where disciples filled with awe thy transfigured glory saw;  

When from there thou leddest them steadfast to Jerusalem,  

Cross and Easter Day attest, God in man made manifest.  

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia  
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Meditation of the Day: 
      Christmas sets before us a humble event that took place one day in 

Bethlehem. Epiphany shows us that this event has a universal and even a 

cosmic dimension. The Wise Men are guided by a star and represent all 
peoples, all cultures. 

     Today we would like to understand how the light of Christ can enlighten 

all people. To achieve this, like the Wise Men we must leave our habits 
and some of our beliefs behind. We must leave ourselves behind, bending 

down and entering the stable. Any other attitude would cause us to miss 

the God who humbled himself to the point of being born in a hidden place. 

     Let us spend time with them. May our prayer, before being petition, be, 
like theirs, adoration. When we look towards the light of Christ, it 

gradually becomes an inward light, and the mystery of Christ becomes the 

mystery of our own lives as well. 
     The spirit of adoration is not easy in a world where immediate results 

matter so much, where the mere thought of a long process of maturation 

arouses impatience. As for the Wise Men, a journey is necessary to allow 

us simply to remain in the presence of God. In long silences where 

nothing seems to happen, God is at work in us, without our knowing 

how.   (Excerpt from a meditation by Br. Alois from Taizé 2009) 
 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Kevin       Cody 

Brent Devin Nicholas       David 

Josh Jan Lila        Dave 

Doris 

Julie 

        Eng 

        Joy 

Penny 

Caitlin 

JB and 

Sophie 

       Leah     Courtney   

     and Scott 

       

      Charlotte  

    and family   

      

 

         In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and  

      anniversaries this week, especially Wrenley Garcia and 

                                Katie  Bullock 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for The Episcopal/Anglican 

Province of Alexandria 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for The Church of the 

Epiphany, Newton 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jan. 5-Outreach Committee Meeting 1:30 pm 

Jan. 18- Vestry meeting 4 pm 

 

Upcoming Events 

No Sunday School in January 

No Men’s Breakfast in January 

 

Save the Date!  The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 

January 17, 2021. We must elect two new Vestry members and 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention (2 Delegates and 2 

Alternates).  If you are interested in serving in any of these 

offices, please let Fr. Chris or Gary Carraux know. 

 

More details to follow as to how the meeting will be conducted 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Martha Callan, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Martha Callan, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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