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“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever 

welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a 

righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever 

gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of 

these will lose their reward.”  Matthew 10: 40-42 

Worship: Holy Family continues to be closed for in-person worship – per the coronavirus guidelines from the 

state and the diocese – but is providing virtual worship services on our website: www.ourholyfamily.org. 

Please contact Father Chris with any needs that you have during this difficult time. 

Father Chris’ Sermon for June 28, 2020 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and welcomes the one who sent me.” 

Just to get this straight: Whoever welcomes you welcomes Jesus, neighbor, family member, work colleague, 

elected official, mother-in-law. We could go further than this, but you get the idea: there is no end to this list 

of people who are welcome. 

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me. And whoever welcomes any one of us welcomes Jesus, welcomes God. 

The message we hear in today’s Gospel is repeated in different ways in all of the Gospels. The bottom-line 

emphasis seems to be on inclusion, reciprocity, welcome, and doing for others all those things it takes to build 

up community, to include the stranger as neighbor. 

Pause for a moment and think about what we’ve been hearing through all the pre-election drama and to the 

present day about division, exclusion, keeping people separated, kicking people out. There may be compelling 

reasons to consider the economic impact or national safety issues in such things, but if an inhospitable, 

exclusive attitude goes along with these ideas, then they are antithetical to the teachings of Jesus who talked 

so very much about welcome, inclusion, hospitality. 

Hospitality is a primary ethic of the cultures and peoples of the Middle East even now. Whether one is brought 

into a family home of Muslims, Christians, or Jews, there is joy in welcoming, there is belief that it is desired of 

God, the welcoming of strangers who are strangers no longer, but beloved friends believing that in welcoming 

people into one’s home they are earning their crown in heaven, doing as God would have them do in 

welcoming the living God among us. 

Such an understanding of hospitality, of the obligation of welcome, dates back to well before the time of 

Jesus. It was a matter of survival and community health which translated into the religious understanding of 

what God wants of us--where and how we experience such welcome today. 
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Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes me welcomes you, welcomes the one who sent me.” Is this what we hear? Or 

do we hear, instead words of separation, words of breaking relationships, words of opposition and 

repudiation? So many of the ugly attitudes playing out in the world stage and in the evening news have spilled 

over into our popular culture, showing up in a variety of television shows with comments about the increase in 

bullying among children in our schools, flowing out into our neighborhoods, showing up in stepped up 

immigration structures and deportation raids, among other things. 

Where is our witness to welcoming others, and thereby welcoming Jesus and the one who sent him? 

As for us as American Christians or Christian Americans, the question of the day growing out of the Gospel text 

asks us: What does it mean to welcome, and how do we do that? What does it look like in our churches, in our 

neighborhoods, in our national policies, in our very attitudes? For we are Christians first, as citizens of God’s 

Kingdom, living that faith in an American context of privilege and challenge. 

Jesus didn’t say we have to agree on everything, but he pretty clearly told us to be welcoming, even as we 

disagree on other things. Amen 

Background of Harp Prelude for June 28, 2020 

For this Sunday I chose a beautiful piece of music from the Ladino tradition called Arvoles Loren. Translated 

this means ”The trees weep for rain.” 

 

Not knowing anything about the Ladino culture, I did a little research and found that the origins came from 

Jewish communities living in the Iberian peninsula during Medieval times. They lived peacefully alongside 

Muslims until they were exiled at the end of the 15th century. The time of peace and prosperity was known as 

the Golden Age of Jewish culture. The sect is known as the Sephardic sect. The language is known as Ladino, 

a mix of Spanish and Hebrew, and their music has distinctly Arabic rhythms and symbolism. 

 

Arvoles Loren is part of a larger medieval suite of songs. It was generally sung without accompaniment. The 

narrative of the suite contains themes of love, loss, migration, yearning and defiance. It draws on the ancient 

mythology of the Kabbalah tree of life, which can be read upward or downward. Upward is a creation story 

and downward is the human quest to transcend the knowable realm to reunite with the divine. 

 

The Holocaust Museum is currently collecting artifacts, letters, art, and music of the Sephardic Jews and their 

struggle to keep their culture alive despite centuries of displacement and suffering. 

 

The words to Arvoles Loren: 

 

Trees cry for rain 

Mountains cry for air 

And my eyes cry for you my beloved. 

 

Come you’ll see, come you’ll see 

And come you’ll see, yes we’ll see 

The love we two have. 

Come we’ll become one. 

The love we two have. 

Come we will wed. 

 

Hope you enjoy it as much as I have. Jeanne Mason 
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