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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar Candles are lit 

 

PRELUDE   Late Summer Lullaby    by Anne Crosby Gaudet 

A bell rings three times; the People stand  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN #390  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 

O my soul, praise him, for he thy health and salvation: 

Join the great throng, psaltery, organ, and song,  

Sounding in glad adoration.  

 

Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 

Borne as on eagle wings, safely his saints he sustaineth.  

Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 

Granted in what he ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 

Surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee;  

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,  

Who with his love doth befriend thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that that life and breath come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again;  

Gladly forever adore him.  

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s  kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE   #397 Now Thank We All Our God 

Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices,  

Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;  

Who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us! 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;  

And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,  

And free us from all ills in this world and the next.  

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,  

The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,  

Eternal Triune God, whom earth and heaven adore;  

For thus it was, is now, and shall be, evermore.  

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, because without you we are not able to please you 

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 

rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, 

“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in 

full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 

when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down 

before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph 

said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 

though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 

this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

Remain seated. 

 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 

  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 

  and forget not all his benefits. 

 3He forgives all your sins * 

  and heals all your infirmities; 

 4He redeems your life from the grave * 

  and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 

 5He satisfies you with good things, * 

  and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
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 6The LORD executes righteousness * 

  and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

 7He made his ways known to Moses * 

  and his works to the children of Israel. 

  8The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 

  slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 9He will not always accuse us, * 

  nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

 10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, * 

  so far has he removed our sins from us. 

 13As a father cares for his children, * 

  so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

Remain seated 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while 

the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment 

on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to 

pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 

that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 

to make them stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 

judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 

minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 

Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 

thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 

Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so 
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then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to 

this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 

both the dead and the living. 

  

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, 

why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 

before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN #674 Forgive Our Sins 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive”  

you taught us, Lord, to pray;  

But you alone can grant us grace  

To live the words we say. 

 

How can your pardon reach and bless 

The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

Old bitterness depart? 

 

In blazing light your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew,  

How small the debts men owe to us,  

How great our debt to you. 

 

Lord, cleanse the depths 

Within our souls, and bid resentment cease;  

Then, reconciled to God and man,  

Our lives will spread your peace.  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 

seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 

king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he 

began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 

be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 

and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he 

went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then 

he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 

had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 

‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as 

I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to 

be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly 

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason 

 

THE NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and the world.  

God of love, we pray for your church:  For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, Jose, our Bishop, Chris, our Priest, and for all lay and 

ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of 

the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your 

work of reconciliation in the world.  

God of love,  

Hear our prayers for the church. 

 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the 

world:  For peace and unity across the barriers of language, color, 

and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve 

the common good.  Inspire all people with courage to speak out 

against hatred, to actively resist evil.  Unite the human family in 

bonds of love. 

God of freedom,  

Hear our prayers for the world. 

 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our 

care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all 

parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up a 

thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we 

may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and 

abundance that you have given us.  

God of justice,  

Hear our prayers for the earth. 

 

God of peace, we pray for this community:  For our local leaders; 

for our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods and work 

places.  Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 

opportunity for all.  Give us courage to strive for justice and peace 

among all people, beginning here at home.  

God of peace,  

Hear our prayers for this community.  
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God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble; For 

those whose lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected 

to us as part of the human family. We pray for those on our prayer 

list and all those affected by the COVID virus; We pray for the 

victims of violence in our communities; For refugees and 

prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for 

those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice.  

Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and 

serve Christ in all persons.  

God of mercy,  

Hear our prayers for all who are in need.  

 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in 

every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who 

called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of 

hatred; and for all the communion of saints.  Make us faithful to 

your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and 

bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

God of grace,  

Hear our prayers for all who have died.  

 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week, especially Linda Pendray, Susan Stinson, Tom and 

Elizabeth Dickey, and Jeff and Teresa Kelly, and for our many 

blessing in this life. 

Hear our prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us  through 

Jesus your Son:  Look with compassion on the whole human 

family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races 

may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another 

as you love us.  

We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity 

of the human family.  

We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between 

ourselves and others.  

We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while 

making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the 

shape of features, or the varieties of human experience.  

We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet 

benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in 

oppression.  

Forgive us, Holy God, Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed 

in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.  

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our 

diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and 

undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

  

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

  

“Halle, Halle, Halle” 
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The Holy Communion 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Shelter Me                  by Michael Joncas 

Soloist  Leslie Stott         

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your 

image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS S 130 Holy, holy, holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
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Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

COMMUNION HYMN #336 Come With Us O Blessed Jesus 

Come with us O blessed Jesus, with us evermore to be;  

And through leaving now thine altar,  

Let us nevermore leave thee.  

Be thou one  with us forever, in our life thy love divine 

Our own flesh and blood has taken,  

And to us thou givest thine.  
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Come with us, O mighty Savior, 

God from God, and Light from Light;  

Thou art God, thy glory veiling,  

So that we may bear the sight.  

Now we go to seek and serve thee,  

Through our work as through our prayer;  

Grant us light to see and know thee,  

In thy people everywhere. 

 

Come with us, O King of glory, by angelic  voices praised;  

In our hearts as in thy heaven,  

Be enraptured anthems raised.  

Let the mighty chorus ever sing its glad exultant songs;  

Let its hymn be heard forever 

Peace for which creation longs.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #376 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,  

God of glory, God of love;  

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,  

Praising thee, their sun above.  

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;  

Drive the dark of doubt away;  

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

All thy works with joy surround thee,  

Earth and heaven reflect thy rays,  

Stars and angels sing around thee,  

Center of unbroken praise.  

Field and forest, vale and mountain,  

Blooming meadow, flashing sea,  

Chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving,  

Ever blessing, ever blest,  

Wellspring of the joy of living,  

Ocean depths of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother;  

All who live in love are thine;  

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.  

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 

reserved. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Mary Kevin 

Jim Diane Tom Phillip 

Evette Devin Shannon Cody 

Brent Nicholas Josh Kathy 

Jerry Tanner Sayuri Lila 

David Charlie Jan Doris 

Nelson and 

Penny 

Eng Lee JB and 

Sophie 

Julie 

Rita 

Sarah 

Courtney and 

Scott 

Leah 

Joy 

Caitlin  

Dave 

Liz 

Elizabeth 

    

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries this week, especially Linda Pendray,  

Susan Stinson, Tom and Elizabeth Dickey,  and  

Jeff and Teresa Kelly 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for the Anglican Church of 

South America, and The Most Rev. Gregory James Venables, 

Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church of South America, and 

Bishop of Argentina 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for The Church of the 

Messiah, Murphy 
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion 

 

Wednesday 11:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

Martha Callan, Treasurer                                                          

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild                                           

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

      Elizabeth Dickey, Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry                                                

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Chris Mason, Priest in Charge 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Jay Callan:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Linda Sue Barnes [1/21],  

Janet Noman [1/21], Stan Phipps [1/23] 
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